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1Thessalonians 4:9-12 

 

1. Some things are simple for some people while very difficult for others.  Name something that is 

simple for you but difficult for others.  Name something that is difficult for you but simple for others.  

What things are simple for adults but difficult for children? What are some things that are simple for 

children but difficult for adults? 

 

2. If you have a brother, tell the group what you love about him.  What are some quirking things about 

him that you have to love him in spite of?  How are Christians like brothers? 

 

3. Who was your favorite teacher in school? Why?  Paul said the Thessalonians were “taught by God.”  

What does it mean to be taught by God?  How does God teach us?  What is God teaching you right 

now? What lesson have you had to learn the hard way because you did not listen to God the first 

time he tried to teach you? (Jeremiah 31:33) 

 

4. Do you sense that you are a part of something bigger than yourself because of your involvement at 

Harvest Bible Chapel?  What was your reaction to the video that showed what God is doing through 

Harvest Bible Fellowship? 

 

5. Pastor Trent referred to 5 grade levels in the “School of Love.” 

• Kindergarten – Affection. “I love those who love me.” Luke 6:32 

• Elementary School – Kindness. “I speak words that build up, not tear down.” 1Cor. 13:4 

• High School – Hospitality. “I intentionally move toward strangers to in an attempt to share 

what I have.” Hebrews 13:1-2 

• College – Honor. “I consider others more important than myself.” Rom. 12:10 

• Graduate School – Sacrifice. “I love those that hurt me.” Luke 6:35 

Discuss what “grade” you are in.  Give examples from your life of successes and failures in the five 

grade levels. What do you need to do this week to graduate to the next level? 

 

6. Pastor Trent mentioned 3 barriers to love. 

• If you’re not loving, you’re not listening. (No salvation or ignoring the voice of God) 

• If you’re not loving, you’re not forgiving. (Unresolved hurt) 

• If you’re not loving, your’re not trusting. (Fear) 

What’s the greatest barrier to your love? Why? 

 

7. Paul taught the Thessalonians their responsibility to outsiders was to “live quietly”, “mind your own 

affairs”, and “work with your hands.”  What is the 21
st
 century application of those commands?  

Who are the “outsiders” watching you?  How is your simple life making an impact?  Pray specifically 

for the “outsiders” in your life. 

 


